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5 IDEAS TO IMPORT FROM VANCOUVER 

Just back from Vancouver and the Olympics, Montréal mayor Gérald 

Tremblay indicated he could benefit from learning more about some 

of Vancouver’s initiatives in public transit, urbanism and business.  

Our reporter, Mathias Marchal, found five worth looking at 

Trolleys with bike-racks 

HURRAY FOR THE 

TRANSIT COCKTAIL! 

In Vancouver, 15% of the 

transit system is electric.  

If a system to feed 240 

buses is costly and 

possibly not aesthetic, it 

allows energy savings 

and avoids 20,000 

tonnes of greenhouse 

gas emissions a year. 

For cyclists, 2 bike racks 

are installed on the front 

of the entire bus fleet.  

Why? “It helps convince 

users who live far from a 

bus route to choose this 

transit mode, as they can 

save time,” says Drew 

Snider, spokesperson for 

TransLink, Vancouver’s 

equivalent of STM 

(Société de transit 

municipale).  In 

Montréal, the 

experiment was tried but 

not continued, since the 

Québec Auto Insurance 

Corporation pointed out 

that the installation 

reduced the efficiency of the headlights.  “We had a similar problem in Vancouver, but it was fixed quickly 

by the manufacturers,” Snider said. 

As for the trolley buses, you could see them in a separated route on the famous Pie-IX (Pope Pius IX) line, 

expected to start here in 2014.  “We will look into that possibility as we move forward with the plans,” says 

Isabelle Tremblay, STM spokesperson, “but it’s more likely the line will have diesel buses at the start.” 


